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Taiwan company
starts production of
castor oil in Big Bend

[ By Teetee Zwane ]

Swaziland it would only take 60

A Taiwanese company based
in Swaziland has imported cas-
tor oil seeds to be grown in Big
Bend for the benefit of Swazis.
Linne International Trading
Director Michelle Hu said the

perennial high-variety castor
seeds to be planted at Matata in
Big Bend. She said among four
of the best varieties they selected
and imported from Taiwan,
(after winter and various envi-
ronmental factors), they found
only two species that were suit-
able to plant in the African
region.

Hu said the castor oil plant suit-
able for production in Swaziland
could be harvested at least twice
a year, producing a minimum of |
five tons per hectare annually.
She said while the plant took 80- |
85 days to flower in Taiwan, in

days by of good adaptabili-
ty, which would lead to

increased volumes of harvests.

“The maximum economic
value of the castor oil plant lies
in refining, producing lubricants,
diesel fuel additives and ancillary
products. The castor oil leaves
can be used to rear silkworms,
which also adds value by creat-
ing a silk production industry,”
she said. Hu said the internation-
al market was eagerly seeking
and demanding biomass for
green enexgy, so they believed
mass production of the castor oil
plant would bring enormous
business opportunities, not only
through job creation but also in
enhancing the country’s econom-
ic prosperity.

- Any interested parties may visit
| the Agriculture Experimental

Research Station at Matata or
contact Jenny Chen at 7828 7237

! or the office at 2364 6470.

CASTOR OIL: Linne International Trading Director Michelle Hu
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